
appeal 
 

v. to ask a higher court to reverse the decision of a trial court 
after final judgment or other legal ruling.  After the lower 
court judgment is entered into the record, the losing party 
(appellant) must file a notice of appeal, request transcripts or 
other records of the trial court, file briefs with the appeals 
court citing legal reasons for over-turning the ruling, and 
show how those reasons (usually other appeal decisions 
called "precedents") relate to the facts in the case.  No new 
evidence is admitted on appeal, for it is strictly a legal 
argument.  The other party (appellee) usually files a 
responsive brief countering these arguments.  The appellant 
then can counter that response with a final brief.  If desired 
by either party, they will then argue the case before the 
appeals court, which may sustain the original ruling, reverse 
it, send it back to the trial court, or reverse in part and 
confirm in part.  In Nebraska, your case will be in the Court 
of Appeals.  

 
 

Michael Heavey enjoys appellate work.  By studying your trial transcript 
and researching previous case precedents, Michael is able to draft compelling 
written arguments for your appeal.  A sampling of his representative cases are 
available for you to read on his profile page.  


